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As the token male and having 10 years experience in SA treatment, I get the privilege (usually) of seeing our jail population. We have a contract with the Sheriff's office here. Our local jail also does some contract work with other counties (including Minnesota) to hold inmates should there be some reason (available space type things). So we have also set the contract up so we bill the county with custody directly (or Winneshiek). 
The Matrons refer to us based on an inmate’s specific request. As I see it a large portion of the visit is to attempt to define the significance of the problem. These are citizens, under the control of the county. They may well need medical services/intervention. They may well be seeking drugs (rare) or (more likely) special dispensation. They often seek permission to sleep all day, have private room, special food. They may also view the county as responsible for their medical care (not true). Most visits are simple, straight forward. A few do require referral to MD for intervention/assessment.  

We view them as a one time visit, billing the county sheriff.  
Good question. I'm not really sure how to say BOH physician is involved. Certainly the Board of health tours the jail and is my oversight. That said, He does not do any prescribing for inmates. If they are to be seen medically, they go to urgent care, ER or their own MD. The county makes it clear to people that they are responsible for their own medical care costs. 
I look at this as a triage position. I refer on to more in depth if needed or most of the time just talk with the folks and often end up with a satisfactory outcome, no MD directly involved. Some education is good for them too. Often their concern is allayed with some attention, discussion. WHen it is something needing true diagnosis, I err on the side of caution. Thus far (over 6 years seeing the inmates) I have sent to MD perhaps 5 to 10% of the people I have seen. I have not sent any to ER- the deputies would likely do that without any intervention from Public Health. The situations tend to be of real concern for inmates, but not urgent from medical standpoint. These folks may be manipulative, but are just as likely anxious. Letting them feel heard (and truly hearing them too) is pretty strong. 
Brett Mumford, RN  Winneshiek County Public Health Nursing Service bmumford@phn.co.winneshiek.ia.us
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We do not do any jail nursing.  

I do inspect the jail annually and I don’t charge for that.  I take it out of the county contribution to my budget.  To my knowledge the county is responsible for all health care while the person is incarcerated.  Adults with T19 do not even have coverage while they are in jail.  If the county asked us to assist with jail nursing I would probably do it but I would ask for dollars from the supervisors to be put in my budget.  If our county jail residents have acute medical problems they take them up to the emergency room which I understand the county has to pay for that.  If they have mental health issues they call our local mental health clinic for assistance.  

A brief medical assessment is done by the jailer when they come in.  They call me with questions at times.
Karen Miller RN, BSN Emmet County Public Health Administrator712-362-2490

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

I hope you will share the information you receive on public health providing services to jails.  We have been discussion the prospect for over a year but have not instituted any plans yet.  Any information you can share is greatly appreciated.
Thank you,
Alana Poage
apoage7@louisacomm.net
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We have done things like dressing changes and immunizations for inmates and bill at our regular rates as if to insurance etc, at the time the bill was sent to the 'Jail" and forwarded to Mower County (as our jail was contracted to house inmates).
I believe providing medical care is required of the jail. But would not think everyone would need an assessment, only with a diagnosis needing treatment...maybe diabetics also...
D. Freeman Mitchell County Home Health Care [drfmchhcph@osage.net]

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sandy,

We do jail inspections to make sure they look clean and in good condition.  We also do occasional shots like TB, Flu, etc.  This is paid for out of the county support dollars.

Thanks,

Matt Kabliska

Community Health Services of Howard County Administrator

327 8th Avenue West

Cresco, IA 52136

e-mail: kabliskm@mercyhealth.com
PH: 563-547-2989

www.rhshc.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We provide nursing service to our Warren County inmates. We bill our full fee to the Sheriff's office and bill them once a month like everyone else. We often have to draw labs or do dressing supplies, again we bill the entire cost to the sheriff.

Jodene

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Worth County Public Health used to make visits free of charge as we are all county employees. We started charging the sheriff's office $20 /visit when the visits got to be more often and we were called on off hours. It still saves the sheriff's office money as I understand they have to pay for any medical attention an inmate needs (ER visit, doctor's office visit, and medications).   Hope that helps.
Teresa Johnson   Worth County Public Health 95 9th St N  Northwood, IA 50459
Phone: 641-324-1741   Fax: 641-324-2195   email: tjworth@mchsi.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Scott County Health Department provides correctional health services for the county jail.  We have been doing this for almost 9 years.  We contract with a local physician to be the chief medical officer and employ a program coordinator, nurses and a medical assistant to run 24/7 health services.  I’m not sure that what we are doing is what you are looking for, but if I can be of any further help let me know.    

Carol Schnyder
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We just do “health screenings”, not thorough nursing assessments.  The sheriff was the one who requested this and the BOH discussed it.  We may take their blood pressure, pulse, temp. etc.  Then we recommend to the sheriff if they need to be seen by a physician.  Our sheriff’s office has a form we complete.  I just write down what the inmate told me, the results of the vitals, etc.  Most of the inmates I’ve seen just want to get out of jail for a while.  If they haven’t seen the physician for several years and this is not a new problem I just talk to them.  Most time they are not in any acute distress.  The jailer or deputy usually fills us in.  Some of the screenings are just consultations over the phone with the deputy.  The inmate requesting the screening is billed $5 out of his canteen fund.  This is to discourage being called numerous times or for trivial matters.  Most of these requests occur during the day.  I have gone after hours or on the weekend.  Sometimes I say we will deal with it Monday, because even if they went to the ER nothing would be done.  We just do this as an in-kind type of service with the sheriff’s office.  It all comes out of the general basic fund, so it would just be a transfer from one department to another.  We are more likely to refer females with reproductive problems.  I am just salary and live 3 blocks from the court house so I am the person who usually gets called.  I hope this helps.   Jeanne Schwab

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Here the contract we have with our Sheriff’s Dept.  I think it explains what services we provide.  Cindy Kail

Greene Co Medical Center Public Health

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
I would be interested in any responses you get. Scott County is the only one with a dedicated jail nurse that I know of. Our county is building a new jail and we will be providing the staff nurse for it in December or January. Currently we provide screening visits as needed to our jail. We don’t charge them and they run our pagers without charge so it has worked out well for many years. 
 Linda Read, R.N., B.S.N.  Cerro Gordo County Dept. Public Health

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 We got asked to do that too.............. Dr's did not want to go to the jail. But ONLY a Physician is qualified to do a Medical Screening Exam, not an RN. So we told the Sheriff’s Dept they had to continue to take the inmate to the clinic for exam by a Doctor.

If they need a dressing change, insulin shot, etc............. we need a doctor's order (and they still go to the clinic to get that).

Good Luck !  Kathy West RN BSN, Alegent Health Family Home Care
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mary Dunleavy [mdunleavy@lakeshealth.org] Sandy, we do provide limited services to the jail as needed. mostly like assist with diabetes or insulin syringe filling, or assessment if needed. generally if a prisoner is ill the law enforcement take them to the Hospital. Time and mileage is usually paid from our public health county funds.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
From: Lynelle Diers [mailto:wcph@pcsia.net] 
Subject: Re: Jail nursing visits
We charge the jail an hourly fee,  we are scheduled twice a week.  The jail has to pay for any immunizations,  we given Td andTB skin tests.  Lynelle
